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this general rule that for every social reform must he  given
theologic authority, the legislation of the British Government
forms one great exception;   because instead of seeking dili-
gently to find sacred warrants for its acts,  this government
eliminates -vrith minute oare from its laws any kind of reference
to or recognition of religious helief as an authority.     This is
one of those curious contrasts which modern India exhibits at
every turn.    On one side of a river we may have a British
legislature   proclaiming  incessantly and laboriously its   total
freedom from any taint whatever of theological considerations;
on the other we may have a native ruler obliged to explain as
sedulously that what he  does is entirely supported by sacred
authority, or  by prescription  resting   ultimately  upon   such
authority.    British law-giving only defers to   prescription in
so far as it respects customs and prejudices that are tolerably
harmless ; but native administrators can do nothing important
without attaching it to prescription; and the most powerful
and unanswerable prescription is obtained by tracing back a
rule to   a   divine   mandate.      This   is, as  has   been already
observed, the reason why morality is still so entirely dependent
upon religious beliefs, and the same necessary connexion holds
good between religion and all social and political movements;
except only when the  prime  mover is the  British  Govern-
ment, which alone in Asia is strong enough to put out a mea-
sure upon its intrinsic merits.    Indeed the British legislature
goes much further, for it has fixed bounds within which theo-
logic authority shall have no jurisdiction at all, and morality,
or at least expediency, shall reign triumphant.     Nor is this
objected to by the people, which in fact desires mainly to find
out where lies a  supreme   incontestable  power  in  temporal
matters, and if the British Government is strong enough to
assume that position,  and to  undertake responsibilities  and
duties usually laid upon the gods, there can be no reason why
the de facto providence shall not have their allegiance.     On
the other hand the responsibilities thus assumed are enormous,
for one of the conveniences of the old theocratic system was
that disasters or afflictions might be shifted by the government
on to the shoulders of the priests, who usually'passed them on